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FI\ANK HERBERT

out of water scarcity and thc fact that Frernen led

semi-nomadic lives in stillsuits which recovered

most of their bod1"s moisturc.

Are these things not true, then)

They are surface truth. As u.ell ignore what lies be-

neath that surface as . . . as try to understand my

birthplanet, Ix, s,ithout exploring horv we derived

our name from the fact that we are the ninth planet

of our sun. No . . no. It is not enough to sec

Dune as a place of savage storfirs. It is not enough

to talk about the threat posed by the gigantic sand-

worms.

But such things are crucial to the Arrakeen character!

Cruciall Of course. But thc1, produce a one-vierv

planct in the same way that Dune is a one-crop

planet because it is the sole and exclusive source of
rhe spice. melange.

Yes. Let us hear you expand on the sacred spice.

Sacred! As with all things sacred, it gives with one

hand and takes rvith the other. It extends life and

allows the adept to foresee his future, but it ties

him to a cruel addiction and rnarks his eyes as yours

are marked: total blue without any white. Your

eyes, your organs of sight, become one thing with-
out contrast. a singlc view.

Such heresy brought you ro this cell!

I was brought to this cell by 1,our Priests. As w-ith all

priests,,vou learned early to call the trlrth heresy.

Q: You are here because you dared ro say that Paul
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Atreides Iost somethins essenriar r^ L:^ L

berore he .o,ra u..o.,,'i 1;:::Tl J: 
his humanitv

Not to speak of his losing his father here in the
Harkc-rnnen war. Nor the death of Duncan fdaho,
rvho sacrificed himself that paul and air. I,"ay 1.._

A

a
A:

Q:

A:

o
A:

Q:

A:

srca could escape.

Q: Your cl,nicism is duly noted.
A: Cl,nicism! That, no doubt is a grearer crime than

heresy. But, you see, I,m .ro, r."ll, a cynic. I,m just
an observer and ,

in Paur 
", 

h" fi.d :::T;::[J;il ;[::T":l
mother' of course, she was a great asset as welr as
a burden.

Q: The flavr. in you historians is that you,ll never leavewell enough alone. you see rrue nobility in theHoly iVluad,Dib, but you musr ,OO.rO-u c).nicalfootnote. It,s no wonder that the Bene Gesserit
also denounce vou.

-{; You priests do weU to make common cause withthe Bene Gesserit Sisterhood. fn.y, ,oo, .rrvive b1,concealing what they do. But they cannot .;.;
the fact that the Lady Jessrca ,u", . O..r. Gesserit_
trained adept. you know. she trained her son in thesisterhood,s ways. M1, crime was,o dlr..r.. at i, 

". .phenomenon, to expound upon their mentar artsand their genetic program. you don,t wanr atten_tron ca.lled to the facr that Muad,Dib was the Sis_terhood,s hoped for captrve messiah, that he wasrheir hwisatz haderacbbefore he was yoo.l-pfr.,.
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A:

Q:

A:

4 ERANK HERBERT

Q: IfI had any doubts about your death sentence, you

have dispelled them.

I can only die once.

There are deaths and there are deaths.

Beware lest you make a martyr of rne. I do not

think Muad'Dib . . . Tell me, does Muad'Dib
know what you do in these dungeonsf

We do not trouble the Holy Family with trivia.

(Laughter) And for this Paul Atreides fought his

way to a niche among the Fremen! For this he

learned to control and ride the sandworm! It was a

mistake to answer your questions.

But I will keep my promise to preserve your words.

Will you reallyf Then listen to me carefully, you

Fremen degenerate, you Priest with no god except

yourself! You have much to answer for. It was a

Fremen ritual which gave Paul his first massive dose

of melange, thereby opening him to visions of his

futures. It was a Fremen ritual by rvhiclt that same

melange awakened the unborn AIia in the Lady

fessica's womb. IIave you considered what it meant

for Alia to be born into this universe fully cogni-

tive, possessed of all her mother's memories and

knowledge) No rape could be more terrifying.

Without the sacred melange Muad'Dib would not

have become leader of all Fremen. Without her

holy experience Alia would not be Alia.

Without your blind Fremen cruelty you would not

be a priest. Ahhh, I know you Fremen. You think
Muad'Dib is yours because he mated with Chani,
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because he adopted Fremen customs. But he was an
Atreides first a

adept He r",.::,I ;:ffi:::i";iffiffIj
y,ou. you thought he brought you new organiza_
ilon and a new mission. He promised to transfbrm
vour ds5s11 planet into a water-rich paradise. Andrvhile he dazzled you with ,r.h .rririo.r., he took
y.our virginityl

Q: such heresy does not change the fact that the Eco_
logical Transfor

A: And I commrr,.t"tto' 
of Dune proceeds apace'

,ha,transfor_"r::::H;i#jj:ili::::;""".".:;:
That battle out there on the plains ofArrakeen may
have taught the univcrse that Fremen could defeatImperial Sardaukar, but what else did it teachl
When the stellar empire of the Corrino Family be_
came a Fremen empire under Muad,Dib, what elsedid the Empire becomef your /ihad only took
ilvelve years, but what a lesson lt taught. Now, theEmpire understands the sham of Urrra,OlU,s mar-
nage to the princess Irulan!

Q: lbu dare accuse Muad,Dib of shaml
\ Though you kill me for it, it,s nor heresy. The prin_

cess became his c<

Iittle Fremen r.,il*-f;: ll: :::: ?H::
knou.s this. Irulan was the key to a throne, nothing
more.

I ft's easy to see wl
-\ I u ad,Di b,.. r,; jl;:: l|.1*:irr"ff:ilI
1\'tng argumentl

o
A:

Q:
A:

a

A
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FRANK HERBERT

I'll not persuade you; I know that. But the argu-

ment of the conspiracy came before my Anah,sis.

Twelve years ofMuad'Dib's Jihad created the argu-

ment. That's what united the ancient power groups

and ignited the conspiracy against Muad'Dib.
Such a rich store ofmwhs enlolds I,aul Muad,Dib, thcMentat Emperor, ancl hjs srster. AIia, it is difficutt to

se e the rcal persons behind these.r,cils. Brrt there r.rere ,afte r alr, a rnan born pairl Atreides an. a *,oman born
A.lia. Their flesh uas subject ro space ancl tirnc. Andeven though ther.r oracular po\r,ers placed thenr be_vond tite usu.l.l limi6 o
tiom htuna, ,,o.t. rt 

time and spacc, thel' camc

rrhich left rcai uaces,,0:;'. ;:T::i:::"'. ff:T:
stanci the m, it mLrst be .sc

rhc carirsr'ph" .,ro, -o,,il,lil:Tjlil:::,:j,
ihen, not ro Nluad,Dib or his sistcr, but to their
i.-11-5.-1o al[ of us.

-D_EDICAUON I^- THE tr{UAD,DIB CtO\.-C()RDANCF
-{,S CO])IED FROI,I lHE TA]]I,A IIEIIOR]UT,I OF

TFiE A,L{FIDI SIIRTi CULI

M;T,TT :T ffi: J:: ]fiH:: i.T;; T::;of them argued a particular vrerpoint, jealous and sec-tarian, but it says somerhing abo.rt the p...rfi". impactof this man that he arousecl such passions on so manydir.erse w,orlds.

Of course, he contained the ingredients of histor-v.

I
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